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Case based learning

A learning activity that involves groups of students examining a detailed, real life, authentic, 

or contextualized situation that requires the group to assess, evaluate, and respond with 

recommendations (e.g. Business 1220E Case Competition).

Unpaid n/a No No No No No No

Students engage in a project, developed collaboratively with a community partner, that has 

mutually beneficial outcomes. 

Project based: Majority of project hours are completed on campus.

Unpaid Yes Yes No No No No No

Students engage in a project, developed collaboratively with a community partner, that has 

mutually beneficial outcomes. 

Placement based: Some or all placement hours are completed at the partner site.

Unpaid Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No

Co-op
Alternating academic study with paid, supervised work terms. The total amount of a co-op 

is normally at least 30% of the time spent in academic study.

Paid n/a No No No No No No

Creative, performance, or physical 

practice

An experience that enables skill development through intensive practice or performance 

(e.g. studio course, performance-based course, movement modules).

Unpaid n/a No No No No No No

Entrepreneurship
A course that requires a student(s) to create and manage the development of a product or 

business idea.

Unpaid n/a No No No No No No

Field experience
An individual or group excursion that requires the student(s) to observe or engage in 

activities outside the traditional classroom (e.g. field trip, field school).

Unpaid n/a No* No No No No Yes

Industry project

A course that involves students working with an external partner on a specific project to 

propose strategies that address an organizational challenge or idea (e.g. consulting project).

Unpaid n/a No* No No No No No

Internship (long-term)
A supervised, paid, full-time work experience extending beyond a single academic term. Paid Yes No No No No No No

Unpaid Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No

Unpaid No Yes No No No Yes No

Paid Yes No No No No No No

Lab
A distinct course component that includes the self-directed hands-on application of course 

concepts in a controlled setting.

Unpaid n/a No No No No No No

Unpaid Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No

Unpaid No Yes No No No Yes No

Paid Yes No No No No No No

Research/Scholarly creation
A supervised/mentored project extending over a term or short-term study period, during 

which the student engages in original research or scholarly creation.

Unpaid n/a No No No No No No

Simulation

A learning experience that mimics/simulates a real-world process or system (e.g. Faculty of 

Social Science model UN, School of Nursing Clinical Skills Lab, Faculty of Law moot court).

Unpaid n/a No No No No No No

* If the student's time at the off-campus site will extend beyond a single day, or if student supervision during the off-campus activity will be the responsibility of the site, a Placement Agreement may be required.  Contact The Office of the University Legal Counsel 
at legalcounsel@uwo.ca to confirm.

Practicum

A mandatory, supervised experience in a discipline in which practice-based experience may 

be required for professional licensure or certification.

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING RISK MANAGEMENT CHART (FOR-CREDIT EXPERIENCES WITHIN CANADA)

A supervised work experience during a single academic term.  May be paid or unpaid.

Internship (short-term)
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Community engaged learning


